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GLOSSARY 
 

ADD or ADHD  

 Attention Deficit Disorder 

 Students with attention disorders have trouble focusing on tasks; are easily distracted; can 

seem either disinterested (ADD) or be so active that they can’t attend (ADHD).  These 

students who receive services are labeled as OHI (other health impaired). 

 

AG Academically Gifted 

 Yes, these students receive special education services.  However the services are different 

than those for students with disabilities. 

 

AU Autism Spectrum Disorder 

 These students are often withdrawn; have difficulty making eye contact or being near 

other people, have problems with communication.  They may echo what they hear, use 

only sign language to communicate, point at pictures to communicate.  They may engage 

in repetitive behaviors. 

 

CDC Career Development Coordinator 

 

CDP Career Development Plan 

 

CDP+ Career Development Plan Plus 

 

COS Course of Study 

 

CTE Career and Technical Education 

 

DB  Deaf blind students have hearing and visual impairments that occur together, the 

combination of which causes such severe communication and other developmental and 

educational needs that they cannot be accommodated in special education programs 

solely for children with deafness or children with blindness.  

 

DD Developmental delay means a child aged three through seven whose development and/or 

behavior is delayed or atypical, as measured by appropriate diagnostic instruments and 

procedures, in one or more of the following areas: physical development, cognitive 

development, communication development, social or emotional development, or adaptive 

development, and who by reason of the delay, needs special education and related 

services. 

 

Disclaimer 

 A statement concerning policies regarding all students should be on all printed LEA 

major publications and displayed on the LEA website.  Following is an example: 

In compliance with federal law, NC Public Schools administers all state-operated 

educational programs, employment activities, and admission without discrimination 

because of race, religion, national or ethnic origin, color, age, military service, 

disability, or gender, except where exemption is appropriate and allowed by law. 

  

ELL English language learner, most recent description for student who is LEP. 
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English Language Proficiency Level Descriptions –  

 English Proficiency Level Descriptions are a recognized method of describing a person’s 

proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  The proficiency levels are 

Novice Low, Novice High, Intermediate Low, Intermediate High, Advanced and 

Superior. 

 

Exceptions  Refers to students who are excluded from a state-mandated test, according to test 

guidelines. 

 

ESL English as a Second Language is a common instructional program model in which the 

primary language of instruction is English. 

 

FAPE Free Appropriate Public Education 

 Each child is guaranteed the right to a free education provided by the taxpayers that is 

appropriate to meet individual needs. 

 

HI Hearing Impaired students have some type of hearing disability 

 

ID Intellectually Disabled students have significantly below average intellectual 

functioning, fail to display appropriate behavioral skills for their age, inappropriate or 

inadequate interpersonal skills, and difficulty with academic tasks. 

 

IEP Individualized Education Program a plan individualized for each child that states 

specifically what will be done to meet his/her  needs.  Law requires a team approach with 

EC teachers, other teachers, parents, etc. Once a student reaches age 16, he/she must also 

approve the IEP. 

 

Language Minority 

 A language minority or national origin minority student is one who speaks a language 

other than English as his/her first or native language and who may or may not be 

proficient in English.   

 

LEA Local Education Agency is the local school system or district, which usually 

encompasses an entire county. 

 

LEP Students with Limited English Proficiency students have sufficient difficulty speaking, 

reading, writing, or understanding the English language such that it denies them the 

opportunity to learn successfully.  (More details in LEP section of this handbook) 

 

LRE Least Restrictive Environment means that each child has the right to be educated with 

their peers to the greatest extent appropriate for their individual needs. 

 

MU Multiple Disabilities students have several disabilities that when combined, significantly 

limit their ability to acquire, understand, and utilize information 

 

National Origin Minority  

 Language minority/national origin minority students must have their English 

proficiency assessed before they can be identified as being limited English proficient. 
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NCWISE NCWISE is the Data Management System that 

 LEAs use to manage student information.  The school data manager will have 

information about the use of the system. 

 

OHI Other Health Impaired students have a variety of other medical conditions that may 

result in a need for special education services (examples—sickle-cell anemia, diabetes, 

AIDS/HIV, etc.). 

 

OI Orthopedically Impaired students have orthopedic problems (examples—cerebral 

palsy, spina bifida, muscular dystrophy, arthritis, etc.). 

 

SED Serious Emotional Disability students usually display either externalizing or 

internalizing behavior.  They may lash out against others, be openly disruptive, 

participate in delinquent acts, or engage in other visibly inappropriate behaviors. Or they 

may be lethargic, depressed, and anxious or seem very withdrawn. 

 

SIMS The Student Information Management System is the system that LEAs/schools used to 

use to manage student information.  SIMS has been replaced with NCWISE. 

 

SLD Specific Learning Disability students have difficulty processing information. This 

includes difficulty in reading, writing, spelling, listening, thinking, speaking, and/or 

doing math. Students with SLD have average or above average intelligence, but actual 

ability is less than expected. 

 

SI Speech-Language Impaired students that  difficulty in producing speech or 

understanding language; may have problems producing sounds; difficulty expressing 

themselves through language or understanding written or spoken language. 

 

S-PH Severely/Profoundly Handicapped students have intellectual and behavioral 

functioning so far below average that they have difficulty performing basic self-care tasks 

including toileting and self-feeding. 

 

SPC Special Populations Coordinator 

 

TMD Trainable Mentally Disabled student has significant below average intellectual 

functioning; an inability to display appropriate behavioral skills for their age; 

inappropriate or inadequate interpersonal skills, maturity. 

 

VI Visually Impaired students may have any of a wide range of vision problems.   


